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Mordecai WHEATLEY (1803/04-1881) 


"Mordicia WHEATLEY was born in Fayette County, Pennsylvania, 
March 31, 1803. When a small boy, he removed with his parents to 
Brook County, Virginia. At the age of 13, on his knees in prayer, 
he promised God he would never touch strong drink or use tobacco 
in any form, which promise he kept inviolate to the day of decease, 

"From his childhood days, he was religiously inclined. At the 
age of 17, he was converted under the ministrations of Rev. George 
BROWN, and united with the M.E. Church, of which he remained a 
faithful member till called from the church militant to the church 
triumphant on high. He never took the name of God in vain during 
his entire lifetime. What a model for young men to pattern after. 

"He was united in marriage to his now aged and bereaved widow, 
February 21, 1822, who, with him bore the trials and conflicts of 
life for 59 years and 21 days. A few days before his death, he 
said to me: "Mother and I were married 59 years ago the 21st of 
February. God never let a man have a better wife. 

"He moved with his now bereaved companion and two eldest 
children to Tucarois County, Ohio, in the year 1826. As soon as 
he erected his cabin, the Methodist itinerant was invited to occupy 
the same as a place to preach. The first Methodist class ever 
organized in Dorman Township, Tuscarois County, was organized in 
Brother WHEATLEY's cabin. Reverends Clark BROWN and John MINER 
were the preachers, one senior, the other junior. 

"In the year 1836, he removed to Urichville, Ohio, where he 
built a good house, and immediately opened it for preaching. Just 
one week after he moved into his new home, a sermon was preached 
by Rev. Henry WHARTON, pastor, which was the first Methodist sermon 
ever preached in that locality. His house was used for preaching 
until a church was built. There, as in Dorman Township, was the 
organization of the first Methodist Church, which has become the 
strongest church in all that country. 

"Brother WHEATLEY removed from Ohio to Perry County, Illinois, 
in 1842, and settled in what is known as the Arm of Nine Mile 
Prairie, where he raised his family. In 1872 he left the old 
homestead and removed to DuQuoin in order that he might enjoy 
better church privileges. 

"He died in great peace, on the morning of the 14th instant 
at 5 o'clock, he being, at the time of his death, 77 years, ll 
months, and 21 days old. Brother WHEATLEY leaves a wife and six 
children..." (Four paragraphs regarding the DuQuoin Methodist 
Church were ommitted by the transcriber--editor). 

---DuQuoin Weekly Tribune, 24 March 1881 
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Note: Mordecai WHEATLEY's tombstone gives his year of birth as 
1804. His name is spelled many ways in the old records. The 
spelling used here is the most common--Genevieve RAINEY. 


Mordecai Moses WHEATLEY (1841- ) 
Old Ti x to Celeb 


"Spry as a kid of seventy, Mordecai WHEATLEY visited DuQuoin 
yesterday and came to the Call office, where he issued an 
invitation to all of his friends and relatives to attend his 86th 
birthday dinner at the Wheatley grove, but eight miles north of 
DuQuoin, on Friday, October 14. A basket dinner is to be spread 
at the grove at 12 o'clock. Individual invitations will not be 
sent out, but all old friends and relatives are invited. 

“Although residing in Tamaroa, the party will be held at the 
farm where Mr. WHEATLEY spent most of the years of his life. To 
reach it, take the Sunfield Road and go two miles west on the new 
Pinckneyville hard road and one mile north and one mile west on the 
dirt road. 

"Mr. WHEATLEY was born in Ohio, but his parents came to this 
state in 1842, a year after his birth, and most of his life has 
been spent in the vicinity where the party is to be held. He did 
go away to the war in the sixties, and later lived for 15 years in 
Champaign County, Illinois, and a year in Kansas. Then he came 
home to help his father, who was aging, and after the death of his 
father, he remained in that section until his retirement. 

"Mr. WHEATLEY says there was nothing but prairies where 


DuQuoin now stands when he was a boy. He relates going to Old 
DuQuoin (the original DuQuoin) with his mother one time. They took 
two bags of wool and there he saw an ox working a treadmill. He 


told of that experience to L.S. SMITH, president of DuQuoin's 
oldest bank, and Mr. SMITH told him who was in charge of the ox, 
that was Mr. SMITH's own first job. 

"Mr. WHEATLEY was questioned about his army experiences. He 
was an orderly to Dr. H.W. DAVIS, medical director of the 18th Army 
Corps. He was with GRANT at Ft. Henry, and told of the days 
previous to the battle, the days of preparation. Dr. DAVIS had 
been regimental surgeon in the 18th Illinois, and when he was made 
division medical director, he took Mr. WHEATLEY along as his 
orderly. General LOGAN was at Ft. Henry too, and he told of visits 
to the doctor's tent by Gen. LOGAN at night when they used to sit 
and talk, not about war, but of other days, the experiences of 
boyhood and young manhood. Gen. LOGAN would come to the tent and 
after the two had taken a drink, they would sit and talk. 

"Mr. WHEATLEY is a member of the Missionary Baptist Church, 
he having held membership in the Old Nine Mile Church for many 
years." 

---DuQuoin Evening Call, 11 October 1927 


A iti lks_o d Ti 

"Mordecai WHEATLEY celebrated his 86th birthday on the banks 
cf the old historic Painter Creek. It is the creek the Lord 
supplied Indians with buffalo, deer, turkey, rabbit, and squirrel, 
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and he didn't forget the little sparrow, to also furnish food and 
water. 

"Tt is on the banks of this creek that the first sawmill was 
erected; it consisted of a steep bank about 15 feet high with two 
scaffolds about 16 feet out from the bluff, one to hold the log, 
the other for the men to stand on to saw the logs. After the logs 
were placed on the scaffold, two men with a cross-cut saw, one on 
the top, would pull the saw up, the other below would pull the saw 
down. 

"I think it was at this mill the school directors got the 
plank that made our writing desk, which was about 12 feet long, 16 
inches wide and 11/4 inches thick. It was fastend to one side of 
the log schoolhouse, and above this desk was one log cut out for 


a window, and for a window glass we used greased paper. The 
fireplace was about 8 feet wide with clay jambs, stick and clay 
chimney. The benches were made out of split logs with pegs for 


legs. I say they did not have any backs to them. My schoolmate 
at that schoolhouse was Carroll HARRIS. Our writing pens consisted 
of goose quills brought from our homes and out teacher made them 
for us. Our play was town ball, three corner cat, and bull pen. 
Those were good old days for we kids. 

"I must get back to the creek. Someone had a tan yard near 
the creek. It was a large trough cut from a log in which he placed 
his hides and tanned them to make shoes for his family. It was 
that little creek and bottom land that furnished my father with 
meat. He would get the hogs up in spring, mark them, and they 
fattened on acorns, hickory nuts, and hazel nuts, any old thing a 
hog likes, and that is nearly everything. We had wild grapes, crab 
apples, plums, persimmons, papas, haws, and many other good things 
too numerous to mention. Where I celebrated my 86th birthday, in 
my grove where the wild pigeons used to roost. They would light 
on the small saplings and bend them to the ground, where they would 
roost until shot into and when they would rise and fly, it would 


sound like distant thunder. The Lord furnished us with wild 
pigeons instead of quail. Those pigeons feathers were used for 
pillows. 


"Now we come to the last, but not the least. At 12 o'clock 
the dinner was served in the park on a long table which was laden 
with food fit for kings. The speakers for the afternoon were Rev. 
¢.C. YOUNG of Dongola, Rev. CHAPMAN of near Benton, Rudolph 
WHEATLEY, elder of the Christian Church of DuQuoin, and Rev. Philip 
WHEATLEY of Mulkeytown gave his poem on the resurrection of Christ, 
which was very fine. 

"Being born and raised a Methodist, I drifted away with the 
exception of one thing and that was the love feast. I appointed 
Brother YOUNG as class leader and he said we just lacked one thing 
and that was the bread and water. We sure had a love feast. 

"All departed for their homes at 4 o'clock, expressing their 
best wishes for many more happy birthdays for Grandpa WHEATLEY. 

"I now reside in Tamaroa and my son Ralph and family reside 
on my farm.” 

---DuQuoin Evening Call, 18 October 1927 
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